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The Principal Research Officer 

Annette M Williams 
 
 

Joint Select Committeee on End of Life Choices 
Legislative Assembly of Western Australia 
4 Harvest Terrace 
WEST PERTH WA 6004 

Dear. Sir/Madam 

I am a trained Nurse and Midwife UK (1954 and 1960) Fremantle 
general training. UK for midwifery Part 1 and ~ : Cn~w retired) 

I support voluntary assisted dying in Western Aa~ tralia. In 
·11 1ny nµ: :r:: 1s, :i,ng f'1 exp ,~ rr, j,~nce while pa l! at1 =i- L"i_e~,;~Lar_~ r 1~-~ .L n'--e.~1essa.ry for sp,m ~ ~11 
, p ~ ~~ents~ th~re are so~~ : p~ t~~n~t ~ecause of th e ir cond~t~on . 

their-- pain is lnot relieved ' by th u.sual 3-4 hourly a. d.111. ~.nJ.stratJ.on 
of drugs they need stronger pain relief and more often. No 
patient should have to suffer unbearable pain because the 3-4 . 
hours are not up or they require stronger medic ~Efbh~ ~ M 1' 1 l li 8 ms 

' 
Many years ago I was working in a Premature bab YI 1 ±E Ern ~ bi ~
hospital outside London in the 1960s. In a nearby baby ward 

. . 6 (\ . '~0"17 a baby was screaming it went on for some hours I Q ent G 6 i ~ f r 
to the ward to find out why the baby was screaming. I was told 
they 0di d c n a ~ l k H o ~ P~K~~ Q~g i ~fo ng with the baby it was a fEw 
J~e k~ 8 1d ~ r t s~~ rr ~6~ 0 ti~~y o ~ n ~ " it " ~ a b i 6 bv fba ~ c ttiat the baby was 
:1. na gt e 1K t " de § J. <: of' p aLrr ~: i.,ii;;stE"in 1.ustrc. 1 11i 

.:i r v e "'t -i' · r r 

:C·T~tiif· 8 edr t b"~my b.IJ~.' f d of p:r.ematu:r.e babies. The screams f:rom 
the baby could still be heard. It was about Zam, although the 
~a rd ;~ § /~~ t ~ bf my jurisdiction I spoke to the head nurse who 
told me that the baby had been seen by a doctor but did not 
kn chi.I wh !~ t b 1~as .J wr dng (;' "' ]! d ti~ ~n Ws ug g ~£ t ~ d QEH a '!'.. TI ·t he 0 G ~tl y p sli ot'.H d ] ~ 
b ·ri t · 1 ·f '· " :..ti·i t· ~ G 111 t f 0 - ·-~ d. " S' tr " t "'Ch '"ld', '1 H- fn .t l '' ·f · '.\'d' e ran . erreu. o · .rea vr.mon . ·· :r.ee • i rens ospi a . .. or · 
treatment and a diagnosis. The head nurse called the doctor 
I h I l n • i l • " () i ' . • ' - '' " k' " i i.; +· ,, <:1 ' I • 1' !l. ; 11 • ' r . , • .t r T ., " - f' " J -i ., • T ,, w . o s a. :u J. t · w a s n o t: t ii e · 1.1, o s p J. t a .. s , p o .L J. c y ' ~ o · t r an s . e 1; · p a. t J. G~ n t s 
( b t.' , r - . 11 e .. . ·~· ,. . ~ ) v' 1 ti 1 . h I l ·i ' " c . . . ·' ' ~ b 1 I - ... d a. !-! y s t i , s c 1, e a m J, n g t 1 1 a t . t . e y w e :r. e q u J. t e c a p a. . e • . . : ~ l g u. e . 
t , h , h . 1 . J cl ~ 1' ... ~ ., 1 . .. ·"' " "' 1 ,. ~ 11 . r I· , h r , ,.. l . , ; ·.' .,., . at t !') c 1 J. .. . was o ' v .1. o u s . y · J. n. - g r eat p a i n · an 1..1. s om e t 1 1 n g 111 us t 
b I d ' i ., d ' ' f I C' , ' rl i'.; R ' J d ,. • : h • , ' 1 h l ::I . b . e one an a tra.ns .. er. to - tue C•l:L . . rens osp1ta s ou 1..1. G~ 

c o n ~ i d e ~:- e d i mm e d i a t e 1 y ~1 r r. =- ' =1 : ~: r .:. .1 · r. -
1 

> '= " 
l . I :: u 1 f ' ·- .:! ~ "' l I 

Something ~as done I - ~a~ f1~ed. ' I le~rnt lat~i q thaf ~ the baby 
died that day still in the same hospital . 

.,. : ' ( 1 1 .; 1- ~ j I -~ -> _ r ~ .... · 1 ..... '- • r.1 ,,, ' f• ~ ~ ? 

we m ll s t u n d e r s t'. a .n d . that the i e ., a r e ~ cf i f f e i en t t y p e s ' 0 f - p a in' .. · . ,j 

P 1 '· ., 1 k · .. J - • 1· h ~ ., · t.• ,. • ' .... '" I "" r f f · ' "" · L. - · ., ,.. . ea s e :·na e ·it ·tuit "' no .. u:mei.n 1J€J.ng Hts to su er · unre . entJ.ng 
p~iri ~ e R~~~mber J tH ~ §~t e ~~fn ~ h babi h*ho t'ould ~ bd l j · sc } e~~ ~ b ~t

1

rl 
1 ' ·1 •· ·] h ., ..., ' d 1 l r · · " I· ::i t- "" ;;i !'1 •.r r n rt <> • i 1· h · ' ' ~ h " · " i· ·; 1 J f ' '"a s n o t · e a r . · 1 

• • " ~ • • • •• • • • •• 

,,. , k :~ ~· '. r1 I ::i. " >-. J·· ' h :i by and i. t. ·· .. , :-:- 0 L \ 1. o 11 _, t- 11 ~ t t 1, 0 h 1 l ,, ···a -

Y6ilrs ' ~i~c~ r ~iy • f pal1. 

~ l i . ,'f .~ ' . l ' ,. 

ANNETTE M WILLIAMS :· 1·=,,. r. • ~ ~ ',) .1r : 
u .-, ~ ~· j ( • 1., .. :.. -
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~ · ~, ~1 .~.~· tr"r,ro r t.ti~~~r ·1 1 t2;.'-"-=--~·~:..t .-£,~1 l"''.tf\' 1
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.'I j1 t • ' "l ) t [ 0 1' .~. 1 8 . I" j· ,_, b e .~ j " 1 j ., " F 

'""'\ ,, ... -: i . .... l '1 ~ .~ 1. t t'i c -.., 1:1 :: p : ·· ~, 1. i; p o I :i c ,, t- • 
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